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It will be noticed that although the number of mills in the
whole of India increased during the period by 65 per cent, that
in Bombay remained practically stationary, with the result that
the percentage of Bombay fell from 44-3 to 28-8. The variation
in the number of mills, however, is no true index to the varia-
tions in the relative importance of the industry in Bombay and
other places, for it is clear from the table that the expansion
of the industry in Bombay proceeded by way of addition of
spindles and looms to the existing mills rather than through the
setting up of new mills. We must, therefore, look to other
data for forming a true estimate of the relative position. In the
number of spindles the percentage of Bombay fell from 51-4
to 41-7 and in the number of looms from 58-2 to 48. It will
also be observed that this relative decline of Bombay in both
spinning and weaving had set in since 1898-99, and though
held in check for a while by the favourable conditions of the
boom period, the tendency came once more into evidence in the
last few years. Again, the comparison of the figures in columns
3 and 4 with those in columns 6 and 7 would show that, as
judged by the output of yarn per spindle and of cloths per
loom, the relative efficiency of the mills in Bombay had been
distinctly higher up to the year 1921-22, but became appre-
ciably lower since that year. Thus, while in 1921-22, Bombay
with 44-i per cent of the spindles and 50*7 per cent of the
looms produced 50-3 per cent of the yarn and 51-3 per cent of
the cloths respectively, in 1925-26 with 41-7 per cent of the
spindles and 48 per cent of the looms, the percentage share of
the output held by Bombay fell to 38*2 per cent in the case of
yarn and 43 per cent in the case of cloth. That is to say, the
relative importance of Bombay as a centre of the Cotton Industry
of India decreased, firstly, on account of a lower rate of growth
in the number of spindles and looms, and secondly, as a result
of diminishing efficiency as measured by the average output
per loom and per spindle.